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1952 PAGEANT

In 1952 the Village of Doylestown celebrated its 125th birthday with a three day pageant. There was a band
concert that included music from Beethoven, Verdi, Grieg, Irving Berlin, the Ojibway Indians, and many
others. On July 3 there was a ‘mammoth’ parade and fireworks and on the evenings of the 4th and 5th the
complete pageant was presented beginning with a drama about the arrival of William Doyle. The evening
ended with a square dance in Memorial park. The author and director was Charlotte B. Seaver. The muayor
at the time as Cedric H. Paullin. The pageant was published in a souvenir book printed by the Rittman Press,
It included the 40 page history of the Village which follows. | have tried very hard to reproduce Mrs, Seaver's
history exactly as it appears in the souvenir book except that I have not included any pictures here. If yvou
discover here any deviations from Mrs. Seaver's work, please let me know. Thank vou. Charlie Cummings

History of Doylestown

A brief forward concerning the history of the township and county in which Doylestown is located may be of
interest (o the reader. On the 3rd of August 1795, the treaty of Greenville was made between General *Mad
Anthony” Wayne and the chiefs of eleven of the most powerful tribes of the northwestern Indians, and on the
15th day of the same month, Wayne county was organized and named for the General whose wars and treaty
had secured the land for the government. The boundaries of Wayne county began, at the time, at Cleveland,
followed the Cuyahoga river south to Akron, then crossed the state in a southwesterly direction through
Holmes, Marion and Mercer counties, thus including about one-third of the present State of Ohio; then cut
off one-cighth of the state of Indiana, the northeast corner of Winois, including the site of the present city of
Chicago, the eastern fifth part of the State of Wisconsin, the entire State of Michigan and embraced all of
Lake Michigan, half of Lake Superior, Huron and St. Clair and the northwest part of Lake Eric.

This vast county. the sixth one in the state, then included 133,000 square miles and had its county seat at the
present city of Detroit, with General Arthur St. Clair as its governor, until 1802 When the State of Ohio was
organized in 1803, the county lines were of course changed: though the county of Michigan, in which Detroit
is located, is still called Wayne County. Several other changes took place later and the present boundaries
were determined in 1812, Up till that time the county was one entire township , named Killbuck, after an old
Indian chief of that name. Then the county was divided into smaller townships, Chippewa township being
formed September 4, 1815, and named for the peaceful and friendly tribe of Indians who lived here before the
advent of the white men. This township contains 36 full sections, 22,443 acres. The bed of Chippewa Creek



was the channel of a preglacial river. When the pioneers began to come in and possess the land, most of the
Indians went farther west, but some remained and made friends with the white men.

The first white settler to come into this township was Thomas Frederick, a soldier of the War of 1812, He
established his claim with the government for the east half of section ten in 1813 and built his cabin about
where the Nichaus home is located at the end of Church Street. Daniel Huffman also settled on land south of
section ten in 1814, The next year Michael Baysinger took up the southeast quarter of section fifteen, and in
the following year Michael Brouse bough government land in section five. In the year 1816, Stephen Ford
bought the southwest corner of section ten, and also a number of acres in the southern part of section three.
Henry Franks, also a veteran of the War of 1812, whose exploits among the Indians and as a hunter were
widely known, also purchased land from the government, and settled upon it in 1816, The following vear
Jacob Hamm bought the northwest quarter of section ten, but sold it a vear later to Adam Shatto. Peter
Waltz located in the northeast quarter of section three in 1820, and in 1823 Frederick Galehouse brought his
family to Chippewa township.

The Shank family bought land from the government and settled in the eastern part of the township in 1824,
George Stikler, Jacob Hatfield and James Adams also moved to Chippewa Township in the early 1800's.
(This possibly is not a complete list of the carly setilers, but includes the families whose names are found in
the records of Doylestown and Chippewa township.)

Then in the year 1826, a tall red-haired man named William Doyle came from Pennsylvania in a covered
wagon and settled in section nine on land in Chippewa Township, a hilly spot, rich in forests and fine springs,
that suited his purpose, bought about fifty acres from Ford, Shatto and Frederick. and returned to
Pennsylvania, where he persuaded seven of his friends to sell their homes, pack up their goods and come west
with him to Chippewa Township.

In the spring of 1827 George Whitman brought his wife, Elizabeth, and six children out from Pennsylvania in
a covered wagon and settled in section nine on land bought from the government. That summer his married
son, Jacob, and his friends, Peter Marshall, Henry Cole, a soldier of the War of 1812, Michael Gardner,
Fidelis Hogel, Joseph Petit, Christian Shondel, a soldier under Napolean | in the Moscow campaign and the
battle of Waterloo, Benjamin Kindig, Louis Stuhlmiller and several other men moved here from
Pennsylvania and settled near George Whitman. Rev. Francis Marshall came out to visit his brother, Peter.
during that summer and said Mass in the Whitman cabin,

Late in the fall of 1827 William Doyle returned from Pennsylvania, with ox-carts and covered wagon,
bringing with him his wife and daughter and seven other men and their families; Philip Houser, Charles
Johnson, William Eshbaugh, John Routson, Joseph Springer, John Montgomery and Charles Christmas. The
land which Doyle had bought the previous year was then surveyed by Christmas on December 9, the village
Luid out in section ten and named Doylestown, after its founder. The plot was recorded December 25, 1827
and the record of this may be found on page 267, volume 6 in the Recorder's office at Wooster. The Village
comprised forty lots, 66 feet by 196 feet, lot number one being located across the street from Marshall's
Market which is on lot 40. The lots are numbered from one to twenty along the west side of Portage Street,
eleven lots north of the square and nine south of the square; lots twenty-one to forty are on the cast side of
Portage Street. Portage Street was then 66 feet wide and one acre was left for a public square; Cleveland,
Clinton and Marion Streets were named and allowed Tor.

The first building erected in the village was Doyle's tavern, which was built by Montgomery and stood where
Hummel's Cafe is now located at 81 N, Portage Street. Shortly after this the following people settled in and
around Doylestown: Stephen Fisher, first Justice of the Peace; Jacob Knutzenhauser, Daniel Gilmore, Jacob
Heffelman, a soldier of the war of 1812: Robert Watson, William Hatfield, George Wellhouse, Benjamin
Hershey. Peter Miller, Christopher Razor and Robert Hunter, both soldiers of the war of 1512: James and
John Adams, John Porter, Isracl Banghman, Nicholas Helmick, Paul Baughman, Henry Houts, David Johns,
James Boak, Jacob Heffelman, and William Forster, the first postmaster of the village, John Chapman, better
known as Johnny Appleseed, frequently passed through this region, distributing his religious literature and
unconsciously laying the foundation of the fruit growing industry, now so prominent in this part of the
country,

In 1831, Stephen Ford sold the southwest quarter of section ten 1o Abraham Franks, fourth son of Henry
Franks, and a year or so later Mr. Franks established a brick kiln southwest of the town, and in 1834 the first
brick house in the township was built by George Whitman and Frederick Galehouse. May 11, of that year,
was marked by a severe frost, which ruined the wheat crop and added greatly to the nsual privations of the
pioneers. John Galehouse, oldest son of Frederick, built a frame hotel, called the Union Hotel, on the corner
of the square where the Paridon house now stands and this was a stage coach stop during those carly davs,



The coach line ran from Wooster to Youngstown, and the schedule included a noon stop at Doylestown that
passengers might eat dinner while the horses were changed.

Up to this time, the settlers had for the most part, held church services in their cabins, the Catholies hearing
Mass in the Whitman home, the Lutherans meeting at Michael Brouse's residence, and the Methodist holding
their services in the John Franks home. But in the year 1836 Peter Marshall and the children of George
Whitman gave eighty acres of land to Bishop Purcell of Cincinnati and, assisted by the other men of the
parish, erected a log church, forty feet long, twenty-two feet wide and sixteen feet high, on the land on route 5
now owned by Blair Deaver. This was the first church built by Doylestown citizens. Later this vear a Board of
Education was organized, land was purchased from Thomas Frederick and a brick school house was erected
on the point where Gates and Portage Streets meet, about where Hummel's Service Station is now located,
John Hower, great-uncle of Willard Hower, being one of the first teachers there. The Board of Education,
included Joseph Springer, William Forster, and Samuel Blair. On May 20, 1837, Bishop Purcell ordained the
Rev. Basil Shorb, the first resident pastor. He attended the Catholics living in Fulton, Wooster, Akron,
Liverpool, Randolph, Peru and Shelley seitlement.

George F. Wellhouse, one of Doylestown's leading citizens, served in the State Senate from 1836-1838 and was
then clected to be one of the Associate Judges of Wayne County.

On the 27th of September, 1838, William and Marie Dovle sold one acre of land east of the square to the
Methodist congregation. Abraham Franks donated one-half acre of land immediately adjoining and a frame
building was erected thereon, during the pastorate of Rev, George Elliott, the first M. E. Church in the
township. The home of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Philips now stands on the site of this church. On the same day
that Doyle sold land to the Methodist, he also sold an acre west of the square to Jacob Younker and Dan
Flickinger, representing the German Lutheran and Reformed church. A frame church was built there, a little
further from the square than the location of the present Lutheran church. The first Baptism was performed
on December 25, 1838, while Rev. Weygandt was serving as pastor; Lutheran services and Reformed services
were held on alternate Sundays. The Presbyterian congregation had been organized in 1828, and now in the
years 1840 and 1841, built a frame church across the street from the Lutheran church. The following
veterans of the Revolutionary War were buried in and near Doylestown: Peter Waltz, Christian Franks,
Isaac Underwood and Michael Brouse. Besides the men previously mentioned who fought in the War of 1812,
Henry Frank and John Lautzenheiser, were also buried in Doylestown. David Galehouse opened the first conl
mine in this, the richest coal township of the county in 1840, and in the next vear a wholesale coal mine., called
the old Chippewa, was opened south of town and operated by Philip Philpst. About this time, a pottery was
located where Mr. and Mrs. James Black now live at 189 N. Portage Street, across the street from the first
school, and continued to operate for about ten vaers, Heretofore, corn and wheat must be ground by hand
unless one wished to make the long trip over very poor roads to Gates Mills, near Cleveland, but in 1840
Reuben and Harvey Woods completed their mill in Rogues Hollow, the only three burr grist mill in the
township. Shortly after this George Wellhouse built another miill near Easton, then called Slankerville, and
this later passed into the management of Benjamin Herschy, who had married Susanna Wellhouse. Daniel
Slanker also built a grist mill near Slankerville about this time. Tradition tells us that in the spring of 1841
William Henry Harrison passed through the village on his way to be inaugurated in Washington.

During these years the settlers suffered severely from inclement winters but their lot was made still harder by
untimely frosts that occurred on July 21, 1843, and on May 7 and 25 in 1845, urterly destroving the wheat
crop for those years. In the Mexican War, which lasted from 1845-1847, Doylestown was represented by Peter
Burgett, Jacob Crouse, William Brouse, George Fritzinger and Jacob Fendenheim.

In 1846 Michael Brouse deeded to the trustees of the Newcomer Chapel, land to be used for the site of a
church; this church was used later by the United Brethren congregation.

Abraham Franks. son-in-law of the man of this name previously mentioned, was sent to represent this district
in the legislature from 1848 to 1850,

By this time, the Catholic parish had outgrown the original log cabin church dedicated to St. Francis Xavier,
and in 1849 built a brick church on the same spot where the present church now stands. In 1850, the second
school house was built, a one-story brick building, which was located on the alley running parallel with
Portage Street, and faced the rear of what is now the Sundberg home at 232 N, Portage Street. The Routson
pottery was established in this year on what is now 28 Church Street, back of the Rabatin Market and part of
the present house was part of the pottery building. Quite a number of articles made in this pottery can still be
found in the Village,

During this period a great deal of grain was grown hereabouts; also large droves of sheep were rasied by the
farmers and it was no uncommon sight to see a man driving a flock of turkeys through town. An event which



caused much excitment this year was the occasion when Henry Clay passed through town enrounte from his
home in Kentucky to Washington. Elias Galehouse, who had succeeded his brother, John, as proprictor of the
Union Hotel, was host to this famous man and there were but few people in the village who did not catch a
glimpse of this prominent statesmen during his brief stay. Shortly after this, Mr. Galehouse and his brother-
in-law, John Gates, remodeled the first school house and opened a foundry there. During these years there
was hut one undertaker between Wooster and Akron, and he was a Doylestown man named Archibald
Fisher. Following the custom of those days, when summuned 1o a house of mourning, he measured the body
and made the coffin to fit; and the most expensive funeral he ever directed cost $15, and that included taking
the body to Massilon for burial,

In 1852 the Frederick Addition was laid out: this began at Gates Street and extended north for twenty-two
lots on the west side of Portage Street, and then crossed over and included eighteen lots back towards the
south on the east side of ther street. The remaining space belonged to Mr. Frederick's daughter, Dorothy,
who was married to Samuel Galehouse, a "forty-niner, and a brother of John and Elias. Later he built there
on the corner of College and Portage Streets the brick house which until recently was occupied by his
granddaughter Mirs. Leah Gifford.

On the 17th of August, 1854, Beacon Lodge of L. 0. O. F. was instituted with five charter members. Willianm
Redinger, Samuel Routson, Uriah Franks, William Spangler and Washington M. Heffleman.,

The Climate here during 1854 and 1855 was unusually inclement; in 'S4 the snow covered the sround
constantly for thirteen weeks. The June of 1855 was remarkable for its Mloods and in the winter of that year
there was snow from December 24 to April 20. Forest and frait trees were killed, and since the first settlers
arrived times had never been so hard for the village.

school house. During these years many more coal banks were opened, they gave employment to large
numbers of miners. Then on Sunday, June 5, 1859, came the most severe frost yet cxperienced. All grain was
blackened and dead and the people faced a real problem. Many of the farmers who had taken wheat to
Clinton on Friday and sold it for $1.25 a bushe! hurried back on Sunday and bought up what they could
obtain and afford at $2.50 a bushel. Grain was shipped in from the outside world that had not been so
ravaged, and buckwheat, grown in the few months before the fall frosts began, helped to augment the meager
food supply.

In 1861 Peter Cline, John Seiberling and John Hower organized a company to manufucture the Excelsior
Mowers and Droppers, which had been invented by Mr. Seiberling. The factory stood on the triangular piece
of ground formed by the junction of Gates and Portage Streets, and included the Gates and Galehouse
foundry. The California coal mine was opened during these years and the coul was retailed by this firm,
About this time coal oil street lamps were installed in the village. They were the private property of the
residents whose walks were illuminated by them,

The Civil War, which began in 1861, took heavy toll of Doylestown and Chippewa Township. All unmarricd
men of military age and many of the married men were drafted or enlisted, leaving for the most part only
men too old or the lads too young to go to war. The following is a list of men who served in the Union Army
from Doylestown and the vicinity. The first man to enlist was Jackson Eaton, a great-grandson of William
Doyle.

CAPTAINS, Co. G.. 120 Ohio Volunteer Infantry - William G. Myers and Lioyd N, Mecch.

SECOND LIEUTENANT, Co. G., 120 Ohio Volunteer Infantry - Franklin Stotler.

FIRST SERGEANTS, Co. G., 120 Ohio Volunteer Infantry - Franklin Springer, John Wesley Galehouse,
Abraham Hershey, Harvey H. Galehouse.

CORPORALS, 120 Ohio Volunteer Infantry - Thomas H. Harris, Henry F, Cooper, William Johnson,
William Brouse, Jacob Johns, Jacob Nauman, Richard Stock, John Harbaugh, George Juckson, Martin
Noonan, Elias Porter.

MUSICIANS, 120 Ohio Volunteer Infantry - James Eaton, Jacob Rickel

WAGONERS, 120 Ohio Volunteer Infantry - Wm, Yost, George Spacht.

PRIVATES, Co. G., 120 Ohio Volunieer Infantry - Abraham Baughman, James T, Boak, Jacob Bowman,
Jacob Brouse, Reason Brouse, Benton Barkhamer, David Bunn, Cyrus C. Dague, Thomas J, Dague, George
Detrick, Jacob Detrick, John Detrick, Nathaniel Faton, William Eaton, Jefferson Ettling, Benjamin
Flickinger, Samuel Garber, Andrew Gardhaffoer, Howard Gates, John Gochenaur, Alfred C. Grow, David
Hauman, Peter M, Harvey, John C. Heffelman, Samuel Hoover, Hiram Howe, William A. Jamison, Henry
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Kahler, Franklin Kissinger, Harmon D. Lane, Joseph Link, Samuoel Ludwick, Henry Lucas, Abraham
Mansfield, Joseph Marshall, Enoch Medsker, Michael Mutters, Frederick Nauman, John H, Purcell, William
Reed, Henry Simmons, John Smith, John Spiteer, Norman Springer, Addison Strong, Edward Waltz, Elias
Welch, John Welch, Enoch H. Wilford.

R Ohio Volunteer Cavalry - Eben Bingham, Jackson Eaton.

4 Ohio Volunteer Cavalry - William A, Obrien. Andrew Bowersock, Alfred MeCombs, W. H. Galehouse,
Jeremiah Galehouse, Seth Myers,

42 Ohio Volunteer Infantry - Henry Hotchlkiss

19 Ohio Volunteer Infantry - George W. Barkhamer.

29 Ohio Volunteer Infantry - Columbus Ferguson.

104 Ohio Volunteer Infantry - Henry Weinsheimer.

16 Ohio Volunteer Infantry - Levi Zimmerman.

Co. A, 120 Ohio Volunteer Infantry - Hiram Reed.

16 Ohio Volunteer Infantry - Jacob Eich, David Wernte.

At the time of the Centennial there were still four G. A. R. veterans living in Doylestown; George Jackson,
Columbus Ferguson, Howard Gates and Gabriel Dague. The war experiences of these men would il a large
volume, but only 2 few can be mentioned here. Mr, Gates and Mr. Ferguson both enlisted before they were
seventeen years old. Mr. Gates, after fighting in the battles of Vicksburg, Arkansaw Post and Chickasaw
Bluffs, contracted an illness which relieved him from further military duty and sent him home after a vear's
service, Mr, Ferguson fought at Gettysburg and was drummer boy on Sherman's famous "march to the sea”,
Mr. Jackson and Mr. Dague were both on the Red River Expedition. Mr. Jackson was fortunate enough to
escape, but Mr. Dague was captured and, along with several other Doylestown men, held prisoner in Fort
Tyler Prison Camp in Texas. Under the leadership of a Captain Smith. who had made two previous and
unsuccessful attempts to regain the Union lines, several of the men planned to escape. Mr, Dague was to have
heen one of the party, according to the plans, but unfortunately he was so sick on the appointed night that he
was unable to go, and was kept in the camp for thirteen months, until Lee had surrendered. Harvey
Galehouse and David Bunn were among the men who escaped. They reached the Union lines in safety and
were given several weeks furlough in which they might visit their homes and recuperate before returning 1o
the front. When Mr. Galehouse reached home, his own parents didn’t recognize him at first. But his dog was
so glail to see him, they soon realized that this gaunt, ragged man was really their son. The daily rations in the
prison camp consisted of one-half pint of ground corn and cob, so it was no wonder that scores of the men
starved to death: and the survivors who regained their freedom at the close of the war had to march back to
the Union lines with no food at all for four or five days at a time. Sherman's definition of war surely was
heartily endorsed by these wretched, suffering men,

During the years of the war a few changes had been taking place in Doylestown. The tavern operated by
Frank Hublinger, where the Spencer Real Estate office at 25 S. Portage Street, is now located, burned down
in 1861, In Novemhber, 1861, the Methodist congregation bought land on Church Street from Thomas
Frederick and erected a brick church there the following year. The church was 34 feet by 45 feet and seated
three hundred people. The parochial school was opened by the Catholic congregation that same vear. In 1865
the Cline, Seiberling and Hower Co. opened a savings bank in connection with the shops, under the direction
of 5. H. Miller. The following vear saw a brickyard opened where Mr. and Mrs. George Collier now live on
route 70; Franks and Abram Baysinger were the owners and they furnished the brick for a number of
buildings still standing in Doylestown, The close of the Civil War was the occasion of a great celebration in
Doylewtown, but the jollification was abruptly cut short when news was received that President Lincoln had
been assassinated.

On December 5, 1866, Dr. A, L. Simmons, representing the Disciple congregation bought from James
Jackson (the grandfather of the present James Jackson) the land just west of the Methodist Church where
Miss Ethel Galehouse's home now stands, 69 x 190 feet and a frame church, brought from Bates Corners, was
assembled there and used as a place of worship for many vears, The following vear David Galehouse, owner
of the Mobile coal mine, bought the buildings now occupied by the Wright Store and had them altered to
make a hotel, which was called the Rockhill House and was managed by Mr. Galehouse's son, Harvey, and
later by George Point. About this time the Routson potteries, which had passed into the ownership of Elins
Galehouse and John Hower at various times, were discontinved. The United Bretheran church, commaonly
called the Brouse chuurch, was taken down during this period and removed to Easton, where it was
reconstructed to make a dwelling,



Mary Gillespie at the age of 18 had come in 1842 from Scotland to Canada. There she met and married John
Williams, a widower with two children. They lived for some time in Toronto but disliked the cold winters and
moved with their five children to Cleveland and then to Dovlestown. Mr. Williams died in 1878. the oldest
davughter married and the oldest son, James, started on his unusual and interesting career. After travelling
around the world several times, he settled in the Sandwich Islands, as the Hawaiian group was then known.
He was the first photographer there and became official photographer to the court of King KalaKaua and to
Queen Lilivokalani until the islands became United States possessions in 1893, He established a photography
shop in Honolulu, married and reared in luxury a family of eleven children. He was killed in a teaffic accident
in 1926, but his eldest son James still owns and operates the shop.

Meanwhile the Williams family in Doylestown was taking care of itself under the economical management of
"Auntie” Williams as she was affectionately called. Emmie was baby sitier to almost every voungster in town.
Bob and Fred lads of fifteen, worked in the Empire Shops, and supplemented the family larder by hunting
and fishing, They also played in the town band, marched in campaign torchlight parades, attended singing
school and took part in town life gencrally,

Mrs. Williams had always believed in owning a bit of land and being independent, so after vears of stringent
cconomy she bought a small farm east of Tallmadge, just right for a truck garden, and the family moved
there in 1900. The family was well loved. and it was at the request of former neighbors that this account is
included in the Village history.

We are indebted to Miss Mary Williams, elder daughter of Fred, for this information.

On the 6th of August, 1867, the village took a long forward step and became incorporated. In response to a
number of requests we give here the names of the 87 men who signed the petition for organizing and
incorporating the village.

Elias Galchouse, Reuben Drepler, S. H. Miller, John Deibel, J. D, Ross, Daniel Flickinger, D. Rothacker,
James Jackson, J. J. Hower, J. W, Krieble, Isaac Werdman, W, M. Eaton, John Harter, William Bechiel, L
Slanker, Jacoh Mikesel, Benton Barkhamer, John Snyder, D. Burgert, Jacob Acker, Moses Fritz. Anthony
Waltz, Sam Pursell, Henry F. Cooper, J. H. Seiberling, H. B. Killinger, William Johnson, John Sherber,
Jacob Weinsheimer.

Isaac Baughman, Samuel Cutchan, Morgan Franks, William Reed, B. S McFarland, Moses Bugher, Joel
Waltz, Eben Harvey, P. T. Cleckner, George Juckson, J. M. Stevenson, William Flickinger, Peter Cline,
Edward Speaker, L M. Galehouse, Frank Crouse, S. Ellet, Jacob Fendenheim, Jacob Hellefman, H. Pursell,
Jesse Tate, Jacob Shaffer, James Cooper. Stephen Andrew, Isaac siegfried, M. Spencer, Peter Dies, Anthony
Weinsheimer,

Josiah Jacoby, S. Blocher, R. B. Wasson, L. Fording, George Spake, L D. Lane, Thomas Galehouse, Charles
McCormick, C. E. Hoyt, Amos Hendrick, Josiah Flickinger, J. H. Hower, Eli Fretz, Lewis A. Mozure, H. A.
Soliday, Willinm Henisher, Reuben Winch, R N. McCombs, Stephen Heffelman, Andrew Bowersock, Fred
Razor, John H. Pursell, Peter Howe, John Wotring, R. Tate, Henry Thomas, O. G. Caskey, Henry
Weinsheimer, Harmon D. Lang. Of these men, George Jackson was the only one still living at the time of the
Centennial.

The first officers of the village were: Mayor, A. H. Pursell, recorder, William Reed, treasurer, Samuel Miller,
councilmen, Elias Galehouse, James H. Seiberling, Henry A. Soliday, Jacob Shaffer, R B. Wasson.

The Catholic parsonage was built in 1867; also the present Zion's Lutheran Evangelical church was erected
that year on land bought from Dr. Andrew Armstrong, the brick for both buildings being made in the kilns
owned by Franks & Baysinger. (The Reformed people, too few in number to hold separate services any
longer on alternate Sundays, withdrew from the Lutheran church at this time and united with the High
Church, built north of town on the corners of Wayne, Medina and Summit Counties in the carly pioncer
days.) A most unusual accident occurred during the building of the Lutheran church. Paul Lautzenheiser was
engaged in adjusting the cross on the tower of the almost completed church, when the ladder slipped and he
fell 120 feet to the ground, through a maze of scaffolding. The horrified bystanders, on secing him bounce
nearly as high as the church door, rushed to the spot. expecting to find every bone in his body broken, but
great was their surprise and relief to learn that except for having the breath knocked out of him, and
sustaining a minor injury to one limb which caused him to limp thereafier, he was practically unhurt and was
able to walk home. His death occurred in 1922 and was in no way caused by his fall. In 1867 Abram
Baysinger opened a brickyard a mile north of town on the Easton Road.

The ordinance book of the early days of the village provides interesting reading and a few excerpts will be
given here. May 24, 1869, "Be it ordained, that there shall be no playing of cards, dice, dominoes, or any
other game or games or gambling of any kind for money or its equivaleni within the limits of said village.”



Feb. 11, 1867, "Be it ordained that it shall be untawful for any person or persons to engage in playing any
game of marbles, or to throw a ball or balls of any kind or to fly a kite or in any way to obstruci uny street,
alley or thoroughfare within the corporate limits of said village.” One finds about two dozen ordinances
concerning peddlers and, on investigation, learns that the peddiers bulked very large in the economic
interests of the village during this period. The storekeepers had bought up their stock at war-time prices and
were still selling them ditto, For instance, calico at 25¢ a yard, and sugar at 25¢ a pound. There were peddiers
imnumerable in this part of the country at the time. Some were on foot with packs of linens, laces, thread,
needles, tape, etc. Some drove wagons with one or two horses and handled a single line of goods, such as
dishes or hardware; others had a varied assortment of all kinds of wares, lanterns, handkerchiefs, knives,
dishes, brooms, tinware, caps, loys, etc. These peddlers were always to be found in the mining district and at
this time the coal banks around Doylestown were at the peak of production, so, to quote a very charming
lady, the granddaughter of Thomas Frederick "One could hardly go out without tripping over a peddier.”
However, they sold their goods at a much lower price than the local storekeeper charged and, of course, the
people liked to patronize them. Four of the business men were on the council at the time, so they naturally
insisted that the peddlers must take out a license on entering the village limits and the ordinance books show
the outcome of a number of discussions on the subject. Auctions were being continually held at what was then
called "Armstrong's Corner,” where Lepley's Service Station now stands. Merchants who had been unable to
dispose of their stock elsewhere would bring it here and send out a boy with a bell to ery the auction up and
down the street

William R. Wilson, of Doylestown, was a member of the State Legislature from 1868-1871. In 1870 High
Street was opened, the Methodist church bought the house that stood where Mr. and Mrs. Ross Burbeck live
at 37 8. Portage Street, for a parsonage: and a village lock-up was erected, on Crow Alley and between
Church and College Streets, the land being then known as Mrs, Dorothy (Frederick) Galehouse's orchard.
The following year College Street was opened and a brick school built where the present grade school
building is located; also a well in front of what is now 177 N, Portage Street was constructed "for a public
watering place and for the purpose to procure water to extinguish fire.," About this time David Lepley
established a brickyard near Charles Homan's residence, southeast of town. From 1827 to 1873 the postoffice
for this township was in Chippewa, later known as Slankerville, and now as Easton. On December 12, 1873,
the postoffice was moved to Doylestown. Harry S, Diesem being postmaster. Frederick Street was extended in
1874 to meet Gates Street, which followed the north central line of section ten, thus opening up mare land for
building lots. That same year saw a newspaper started here by George W. Everts, who issued the first
number of the DOYLESTOWN JOURNAL on July 11.

One of the interesting events of those days, was the invention of a "steam wagon” by William Tage. This
vehicle used coal and wood for fuel and had a stove pipe to alTord draft and 1o carry off the smoke and
sparks. It was steered with a wheel, and was rather a fearsome sight as it carcened about the streets, usually
at might, that the horses might not be frightened. It sometimes failed to go where the driver wished and its last
trip was ended disastrously by trundling over a fence and winding up in a ditch,

In 1875 E. D. Shreve re-surveved the town and the village limits were extended. The boundaries began at the
end of the street where the present cemetery is located, ran north to a point in the Crumel property, then
straight east across the road down the grade towards Barberton, then one mile south to beyond the
Neiswander fruit farm, across Wm. Long's farm, thence to the intersection of Maple Street and County Road
No. 95, across route S south of the Ford Lindeman home, then west of the Petit Poultry Company and the
Catholic school, and back to the end of Elmwood Drive. That same year saw the village prison or calaboose,
moved farther down along that alley across Church Street and located near the end of Marion Street
Extension. The Siver Creck mine was opened in 1875 also, one of the largest coal banks around the town and
including about 80 acres. The Methodist church sold the parsonage on Portage Street, bought the second lot
east of the M. E. church on Church Street and built the present parsonage. The old Union Hotel was then
moved from its location to the second lot east of the square and the north side of Clinton Street where it was
used as a warchouse for many years. It was torn down about 1942, On its former site Benrose Billman erected
the present brick building, which was called the Billman Hotel. In 1877 the cornerstone of the present
Catholic church was laid and the building S6x110x30 feet, with a 180-foot steeple, was dedicated October 22,
I880 by Rt. Bishop Gilmour. In 1878 George Mealy's furniture store burnt down.

Early in 1879 the mine owners installed a new sort of screen, coarser meshed than ones perviously used and
made u ruling that the men were paid only for the coal which remained on the screen. This did not meet with
the miners' approval and they united in declaring a strike. A number of Irish miners who had come here and
settled in Rogues Hollow were used as strikebreakers in some of the mines. Mr. Erastus Loomis, who



controlled the Silver Creek mine, sent to Virginia and had about 200 negroes sent north to operate his mine.
Loomis, realizing that the colored people would be very unpopular, built a stocade around a space of about
three acres near Hammertown, had the darkies brought in on the mine spur, and the stocade guarded by
seventy-five or eighty soldiers, that the negroes might be protected in case of any demonstration that might he
made against them. There were no riots or attacks, however, so the soldiers departed after six or cight weeks,
A commissary was established within the stocade and later a school house was built there for the negrn
children. Anyone entering the stocade had 1o exhibit a pass. The negroes were very fond of coming into town
on Sunday and Mr. Bryon Heffleman related some entertaining accounts of some who sat for their
photographs, holding up a silver dollar or watch and chain, that they might send these photographs as proof
of their prosperity to friends down south. Towards fall, after about six months' stay in the stocade, the
negroes began to drift back home, though a few settled near Wadsworth. The strikers gradually returned to
the mines and the screens were accepted without further trouble. During these years a score or more of
German families moved here, and settled. They soon acquired American ways and have ever since been some
of our finest citizens,

From 1880 to 1882 Dr. Armstrong was a member of the State Legislature. In 1880 the village council
purchased a hook and ladder outfit for fire protection, and the Seiberling and Miller Co. installed the first
telephone in the village, bringing out a private line from Akron. The next vear saw the first sidewalks laid, the
property owners being allowed to make their own choice of stone, wood or brick material,

The Murphy Movement organized to promote prohibition, had been fourishing during these years and it was
decided to hold a great celebration on July 4, 1881, a village picnic with an oxroast and barbecue to be the
chief features of the occasion. A vear before one man in town had a bet with a friend that he could abstain
from drinking for a twelvemonth and the wager was a cow. A similar bet had passed between two other men,
with twelve bushels of wheat as the stakes. Both abstainers won and the cow, properly roasted, plus the wheat
made up into bread, furnished the main course of the dinner for the community.

Mr., M. S, Fleck mentioned another interesting item concerning that day: On July 3 he helped to cut a certain
Tield of wheat; on July 4 this wheat was threshed, sacked and carried to the Hershey mill 1o be ground ino
flour and Mrs. Hershey made some of the flour into biscuits in time for dinner that day.

During these years writing schools and singing schools furnished much diversion. Each pupil must bring his
or her own pen, ink and foolscap and lamp to writing school, and on arriving must light the lamp and stand it
on his desk that it might illumine his efforts in the claborate Spencerian loops and ovals, Singing schools were
held in various halls and sometimes in the old Disciple, or Campbellite church, which was also used for band
practice and for many years was used for a school house. Then in 1882 the town hall was built at a cost of
$10,000 and singing school was held there. The early part of the evening was devoted to teaching the voung
people the rudiments of the art; then the older people came in and all enjoyed singing the choruses and part-
songs of those days,

The present Protestant cemetery was laid out in 1882 and the other Protestant gravevard then fell into disuse.
The year 1583 was memorable in that the first class was graduated from Daylestown High School in that
year. The class included F. A. Everts, C. N. Cassell, S, S, Fisher: Prof. Ellis Warner was the superintendent.
In 1883 the Jeremiah Galehouse Post, No. 297, G. A. R., was installed, being named for one of the Doylestown
men who died in the war. In the following year, a small brick school house was built just south of the main
school building and housed the primary grades for a number of years. Miss Cornella Lyon, who taught here
thirteen years, was the first teacher in that building. The L O. O. F. building burned down that vear and a
new building was erected the following year. Grace Lodge of the Knights of Pythias was instituted here in
1884 and the hill to Barberton was graded that same vear. In that vear also the Lutheran church bought the
present Lutheran parsonage from Edward Fendenheim, during the pastoraie of Rev, George Harter. In 1885
the Board of Health was organized, and the present M. E. church was built, 93 x 54 feet, with a seating
capacity of 404,

A fire engine was purchased in 1887 to complete the village equipment for fire protection. That same wear the
Seiberling and Miller Co. decided to manufacture Empire Binders and consequently rebuilt and enlarged the
shops until they covered two acres of ground and were thoroughly equipped with the best machinery
procurable. About this time public-owned gasoline street lamps were introduced, Johnson Chick being the
first man hired by the council to light these lamps. Up to this time the postoffice had been housed by one or
another of the storekeepers but about 1888, when Charles Gardner was postmaster, the postoflice was
installed in a separate room. William McKinley, afterwards President of the United States, spoke in
Doylestown several times during these vears. In 1590 the northwest gquarter of lot 28 was bought and a fire



engine house erected thercon. The Millersburg Phone Co. established a local pay station in Doylestown in "92
and a police department was organized the following vear,

In 1893 Elias Galehouse and other public minded citizens made an effort to hring a railroad to Doylestown
but when the engineers surveyed the location, they considered that a drop of eighty feet from Lance's hill to
Barberton, in a distance of four miles, made it impossible to construct a railroad line, no matter how much
grading should be done, so the project was abandoned. We might state in passing that Doylestown is the third
highest town in the State of Ohio and the highest spot in Wayne county,

Between the years 1890 and 1897 four fairs were held in the village. The live stock and agricultural products
were displayed on the streets and in Frederick's grove, which stood between Clinton Street and Church
Street. Quilts, fancywork, canncd fruits, ete., were exhibited in the town hall. The business men donated the
premiums for the various departments, one prize being a mower donated by the Seiberling and Miller Ca,
Band concerts. races and games added to the enjoyment of the occasion and the village was more Mourishing
at this time than ever before. The Rebecea Lodge was organized January 16, 1896, In 1898 Dr. B. F. Putt.
Harold Putt, Harry Burbank and Willard Hower organized a local telephone company, which was bought up
the following year by the Dovlestown Telephone Company. This was a prosperous era for the village.

This directory of Doylestown, August 1896, Compiled by Adelbert Selders, is of interest.

Agricultural lmplements - Seiberling and Miller, W. A. Huffman and Company, Dannemiller Brothers;
Attorneys - J. B. Meech, A. Hilbert: Banks - Seiberling & Miller; Barbers - Harry Cain, Tony Smith;
Billiards - Jos. Wein, Jos. Steinmetz, Billy Marnin; Blacksmiths - George Jenior, C. W, Huffman; Boots and
Shoes - Huffman Shoe Com(p)any, A. Hartel & Company; Coal Dealers—Seiberling & Miller: Clothing—A.
Galehouse, S. J. Huffman; Dentist—W. A. Pursell: Druggist—C. M'Carmick. J, C. Hochstettler: Dry
Goods—Dague Brothers, Diesem & Franks: Furniture & Undertaking—M. Hardgrove, John Clark:
Fertilizers & Hardware—Wm. HefMeman, W. A, Huffman & Company, Wm. Bell, Dannemiller Brothers;
Grocers—J. H. Harkins, Waltz & Franks; Harness—A. Ganter; Hotels—Jackson House, Billman House;
Insurance—lJ. B. Mecch, George Jackson; Jewelers—N. R. Zimmerman: Livery & Feed Stables—W. 1.
Cameron, F. C. Hummel: Manufacturer—Seiberling & Miller; Meat Market—Wm. Sigler; Mercham
Tailor—Rollin Smith; Miller—B. R. Tagg: Millinery & Dressmaking—Smyser & Huffman, Shondel Sisters:
Newspaper & Printing—Doylestown Journal; Photographer —A. M. Bachman: Physicians—Dr. E. R.
Spencer, 13r, C. W, McElhenie, Dr. A E, Stepfield, Dr. C. 1L Wilgohs, Dr, G. E. Gardiner, Dr, B. F. Puttz Rail
Road Express & Telegraph—George Jackson: Restaurants—Jake Deibel, W, S. Galehouse: Saloons— Jos,
Wein, Jos. Steinmetz, J.. Tibbits, Wm. Marnin, Billman House; Teachers—Fannie Cook, Clara McEllienie,
Jessie Heffleman, Mary Overholt, Effic Wilson: Superintendent —E. F. Adair: Graduating Class—Ross
Cline, Chas. Watring, Chas. Rowney. Willard Hower, Louise Diesem, Gloria Blakely, Maggic Marnin, Jennic
Santrock, Elfleda Wilson, Della Fendenheim; Mayor—G. W. Markhammer; Treasurer—D, R, Spencer;
Clerk—0. B. Heffleman; Population—1030; Ministers—Methodist-Rey. E. J. Booth, Presbyterian-Rev. F. A,
Fry, Lutheran-Rev. A. 1. Reichart, Catholic-Father E. W. Lindesmith; Secret Socicties—Catholic Mutual
Benefit Association, Daughters of Rebekah, Royal Arcanum, Jeremial Galehouse Post G, A. R.. Sons of
Herman, LO.O.F., Doylestown Encampment, Grace Lodge K. of P., Knights & Ladies of Security, Knights of
the Maccabees, Ladies of the Maccabees, Jr. Order of United American Mechanics, Sons of Civil War Vets,
Southern Ohio Loan & Trust Company, Columbian Bldg. & Loan Association. The village at this time had a
populatign of 10340,

The Spanish War began in 1898 and the following men enlisted for military service: Merton Hunsicker and
Fred Banghman, 22nd U. 5. Infantry; Jack Lehman, Ross Burkbeck, Robert Galehouse, Bert Porter. Dave
Porter, Alfred Clark and James Johnson, 3rd U. S, Cavalry; Sergt. W. Scott Galchouse, 63rd Coast Artillery;
Elmer Ish, 64th Coast Artillery: Horace Collier, Signal Corps: Fred Santrock and Lincoln Stauffer, Co. G..
0. V. L. Ward Wilford, Byron Sheets, John Lee and Lincoln Cleghern went from Chippewa Township, but
were not Doylestown men. Alfred Clark, who died of the fever in the Philippines, was the only one who did
nof survive the war,

In the summer of 1898 the old Campbellite church was burned to the ground. In August of the next year a
proposition was made by Mr, A. E. Townsend concerning an electric street car line here but it failed 1o 2o
through; also the N, Y. P. & O. Railroad Company usually referred to as the Nypano considered running a
freight line through here but found that the idea was not feasible on account of the elevation of the town, so
gave it up. During this period many more coal banks were opened and work was plenty for every one. At
noon on Saturday, March 16, 1901, the Empire shops canghi fire and the bravest efforts of the village
succeeded in saving only the office building and bank; the rest of the S, & M. Company property was entirely
destroyed. The office was later moved and remodeled and is now the residence of Mr. and Mrs, Stanley



Collier, 65 Gates Street. The citizens took up a subscription and that fall & new factory was built in what is
now the Memorial Park. A new factory which manufactured aluminum combs and novelties, came to the
village that year and located in the Frederick Grove, which by this time was nearly all gone. The land around
it was named the Aluminum Subdivision and it was then opened for the sale of lots. An ordinance was passed
in May, 1901, to issue bonds and erect an electric light and power plant, and to grant rights to luy tracks
through the town for a trolley line, but the project met the same fate as all other similar efforts and nothing
came of il

About this time John Seaver laid out the first ginseng garden in this township. Soon Edward and Saul
Dannemiller and others went into the business, and within a few years there were several acres under
cultivation to medicinal plants. Tobacco was grown here also during this period, the largest fields being
owned by Dr. A, E. Stepfield, Herman Shaffer and Howard Gates.

On March 31, 1903, a fire started in the New York Cash Store and spread through the entire White Front
building, causing losses of over S12,000 not covered by insurance. This building was located where the
Electric Shop and service station now stands, and housed several business firms. On May 31, 1903, the
Cathalic Order of Foresters was organized with twenty-four charter members. The Buckeye Aluminum Co.
was started that year and the Doylestown Banking Company was opened and established where the Whitman
garage now stands. About this time a number of firms engaged in manufacturing farm implements, including
the Deering, the Milwaukee, the Plano, the Oshorne, the Aultman-Miller, the Champion, the McCormick and
others, united and formed the International Harvester Corporation. The result was felt almost immediately in
Doylestown. The Seiberling & Miller Company had survived the fire and were building as fine mowers and
reapers as were made anywhere in the country, but they could not make them as cheaply as the L H. C., so
they were gradually crowded out and forced to discontinue making new implements. The shops were used
thereafter for repair work only.,

April, 1904, saw another attempt to improve transportation conditions. An ordiance was passed "providing
for an election to determine about issuing bonds for an electric light company”, a second ditto came up in
June that same year but neither bore any fruit.

The bank building now occupied by the Dannemiller Electric Company was erected in 1905, In May of that
year a very exciting event occurred: Doylestown's first horseless carriage arrived. J. V. Hartel was the owner,
and he left town about noon, accompanied by a score of his friends, to get his new possession out of the freight
car at Easton. This was a Holzman automobile, an air cooled car manufactured in Chicago. Mr. Hartel had
had no previous experience in driving a motor car, but he persuaded Thomas Lozier to accompany him home
and started off bravely. The trip to Doylestown was made in a trifle less than five hours and was accompanicd
by divers sundry and numerous halts and examinations. The village had put out flags in honor of the event
and the band assembled and played at intervals until, towards evening, tired of waiting and convinced that
the new invention was going to prove a failure, many of them went home to their suppers. Mr. Hartel finally
arrived, his approach being heralded from afar, and the patience of the crowd was at last rewarded. Another
exciting occasion of this summer was the ballon ascension held on the field where the Empire shops had

stood. A fire was built under the balloon to heat the gas. (A customary procedure in those days) and there was
a large erowd of interested spectators to watch the performance.

In 1906 gas was piped through the town and was generally used for lighting, heating and cooking. A curfew
ordinance was enacted that same year but like many other village laws has passed into disuse. The present
parochial school was built in 1907, and that year the building burned which stood on the site of the present
Whitman garage. This was owned by the Doylestown Banking Company and was used for a grocery store. In
1908 Marion Street Extension was opened and a new fire engine was purchased. In April of the following
year an effort was made to bring the Cleveland, Brooklyn and Elyria street car line through Doylestown, but
the attempt was not successful. The brick school house erected in 1871 on High Street was condemned during
this year and was dynamited in order to make room for a larger and more up-to-date building. While this
was in process of construction, the high school and seventh and cighth grades used the town hall for a school
house, the kitchen serving as the high school principal's office. The gas office and other business rooms
housed the different grades during 1909 and 1910 and in September of 1910 the present grade school building
was dedicated. The Alominum Comb and Novelty Company moved to Orrville that year. In 1909, the
Mothers Club was organized - the first women's club in town. The present membership includes three of the
charter members; Mrs. Carrie Galehouse, Mrs. W, R. Hower, and Mrs. E. V. Sharp.

In 1912 Prof. Adair, who had been superintendent of the village schools since 1887, resigned after wenty-four
vears of splendid service and moved to Wooster, leaving a host of friends among the townspeaple and his
former pupils. The Buckeye Aluminum Company was moved to Wooster that year and the Doylestown



Aluminum Company was organized. The Doylestown High School Alumni Association organized and held its
first meeting in May, 1913. In January 1914, Chippewa Grange was organized with 52 charter members,
Warren G. Harding, later elected President of the United States, addressed a large crowd of Dovlestown
people here when running for Senator in 1914, The Cleveland, Coshocton and Zanesville street car line was
much talked of during 1914 and it was thought that at last Doylestown would have trolley service, but that
proved to be another disappointment.

On the 13th of September, 1915, one of Petit's mill buildings caught fire the sparks ignited the Preshyterian
church, and presently both buildings were in ashes and another landmark wias gone. In 1916, the East Ohio
Gas Company drilled a gas well on the Galehouse farm in Chippewa Valley, followed later on by several
more wells. By an action of the Wayne County Board, taken on May 3, 1917, the local schools were no longer
called the Doylestown village schools, but the Chippewa Township schools.. Durmg the next few summers the
business men sponsored a week of entertainment by the Redpath Chautauqua. These were greatly enjoved by
the community but were never a financial suceess,

The graduating class of 1918 was to be congratulated on having ax-governor Frank B. Willis to deliver an
exceptionally fine address at their commencement exercises,

The European War, which had been engrossing more and more attention in this country since its beginning
in 1914, now in the spring of 1917 became the World War, and Doylestown sent her full quota to do their
share in defeating German militarism The following list gives the names of all who responded to the call to
arms;

Leo Adams, Merle Adams, Perry Adams, Alfred Berger, Carl Bidinger, *John Birkbeck, * Robert Birkbeck,
John R. Blacklock, *Edwin Boden, Ralph Bowersock, Sam Busson, *Harold Cameron, *Harold Casenheiser,
*Eldon Cleckner, F. M. Cleckner, *Raymond Cleckner, *Leonard Cleckner, Paul Cline, L. C. Close, *Walter
Collier, Peter Conrad, Roy Dague, Donald Dannemiller, *Harold Dannemiller, Jerome Dannemiller,
*Vincent Dannemiller, Earl Daniel, Burt Deibel, Leet Deibel, Mason Deibel®,

Clarence O'Brien, * Charles Paridon, *Charles Rowe, Leo Rupp, *Michael Rupp, *Peter Rupp, *Steve
Sachet, Clarence Santrock, Fred Schmidt, Edwin Schumacher, Edward Handiwork, Harry C. Hartel, Harry
Heffelman, John Hilthrand, Carl Huffman, *Russell Hummel, William Hummel, Carl Hunsicker, *Luther
Hunsicker, *Ward Hunsicker, *Forest Kindig, Earl Kreiger, *August Lindeman, *Gale MeClelland, Thomas
McDermott, Nick Millencovitch, Albert Miner, Edward Miner, Arthur Nichol*. Clarence O'Brien, *Charles
Paridon, *Charles Rowe, Leo Rupp, *Michael Rupp, *Peter Rupp, *Steve Sachet, Clarence Santrock, Fred
Schmidt, Edwin Schumacher, Charles Shaffer, *Ullah W. Shane, Milo Shank.* Glenn Shreve. *Fred Smith,
Russell Smith, Roscoe E. Stepfield, M. D., Joseph Steiner, Paul Steiner, George Stevenson, Russell Stevenson,
Mike Ternansky, Nelson Walsh, Ernest Weckesser, Howard Weinsheimer, John Weinsheimer, Arthur
Whitman, Carl Whitman, *Herman Whitman, Daniel Zimmerman, Harry Zimmerman®,

Nurses - Bessie Hardgrove, Maud Kaffman,

The Red Cross Auxiliary was organized July 6, 1917, at the town hall and thereafter, cxcept when the
smallpox epidemic halted work during the winter, the ladies knitted sweaters, mufflers and wristlets under
the direction of Mrs. S, H. Miller and later, after her death, of Mrs. M. S. Fleck, Mrs. Carrie Galehouse set
quite a high record by knitting a pair of socks in one day. In April, 1918, the litthe brick school house was
secured and fitted up for a Red Cross sewing room; work was done there until the high school needed this
building for a gymnasium in January, so the sewing appliances were removed to the lahoratory and work was
continued there until after the close of the war, November 11, 1918, The young ladies of the Red Cross
contributed articles for the comfort kits and donated the proceeds of two performances of an Old Fashioned
Concert. Chippewa Township, including Doylestawn, has about $120,000 recorded as the total for the five
bond issues of the war. On Armistice Day, November 11, 1920, a monument erected on the Public Square was
dedicated with fitting ceremonies in respectful remembrance to the men and women who served during the
World War. The cost of this memorial totaled $1992; $1500 of the money which Doylestown had contribuied
to the War Relief Fund had not been used during the war, and due to the efforts of Post Master William
Deibel this amount was returned to Doylestown and used toward erecting this monument. The balance was
made by popular subscription. The D. W. M. D. Post No. 407 of the American Legion was organized in 1920
and named for the four men who died during the war, Vincent Dannemiller, Arthur Whitman, Edward
Miner and Earl Daniels. Two other ax-service men died later from war causes, John Blacklock and Farl
Krieger. The men whose names in the above list are starred were charter members of the Post; also Harry
VanNoate, Clarence Ross, Lester Lower and Delman Murrell. The fMagstaff behind the monument was
erected sometime later and paid for by fines from a bootlegger.



During the years from 1903-1918 the village had made no progress. The mines had long passed their peak of
production, the tanneries, potteries and brickyards were gone, the Empire shops did only repair work and
the Aluminum Company never employed more than a score or so of men. Many of the working men found
work in nearby towns and walked back and forth to work much of the yvear, because of the almost impassable
roads. The horsedrawn hacks that operated four times a day over the hills between Doyiestown and
Barberton found difficulty in negotiating the hub-deep mud or ruts and usually covered the five-mile trip in
about forty-five minutes. Many of the houses and business rooms stood empty and the village, deprived,
because of its hilltop location, of street car- service or railways, was hemmed in by bad roads, shut off from
ready contact with the outside world and offered few inducements as a home. Those who owned automobiles
could use them such a short time during each year that transportation, always Doylestown's chief
disadvantage, was more of a problem than ever. Jim Miller's " jitney"” was usually able to get through, no
matter how bad the roads were. Then the project of paving the road from Barberton to Easton was proposed,
met the usual opposition but finally carried by the scant margin of 11 votes, and the work was begun. The
autumn of 1920 saw Portage Street paved and the beginning of better times for Dovlestown. A Boy Scout
troop was organized that year, with J. P. Miller as Scoutmaster and in the following year the Owaissa Camp
Fire was instituted by Miss Ruth Caskey. During the summer of 1921, as the result of a great deal of work on
the part of J. P. Miller and others, electricity was wired into the village and the Doylestown Electric Light and
Power Company was organized. This made it possible for residents to equip their homes with electric lights
and appliances and up-to-date water systems by means of the current brought from the N. 0. P. & L. power
house at Cuyahoga Falls. Consequently many more families moved to the village, bus service every 2 hours
was scheduled and garages were opened, homes were remodeled, new houses built and a new era dawned for
Doylestown, ushered in by this progressive spirit which had paved the road and brought in electricity and
modern improvements,

On March 22, 1922, the Miller & Enterline Electric Shop caught fire and burned to the ground, resulting not
only in the loss of all the equipment, but also Mr. Miller's large and generously loaned library and his very
imeresting aguarinm.

The schools had been making rapid growth during these years, and now demanded larger quarters, so bonds
were issued, the little school house built in 1884 and used for the first grade pupils was torn down, and the
new high school building was erected in 1923, and opened for classes early the following vear. Class plays and
commencement exercises had been held heretofore in the town hall or the M. E. church, but the anditorium of
this new building afforded a fine place for all school functions and community gatherings. The Methodist
congregation used the anditorium that summer for preaching services while their church was the scene of a
big repair program, which included new furnaces and windows, electric lights and complete re-decorating,
the church being re-dedicated in December, 1924, In that vear a gasoline plant was erected south of
Doylestown: there several million gallons were extracted from the moist gas from fields here and also from
some fields farther south. This plant was removed in 1943, The following vear the village had another bad
fire, when the aluminum shop, built by Elias Galehouse and used for many vears as a mill, burned down. This
was the last industrial plant in the village, so. except for the local business firms and professional men. the
two hundred and sisty families located here were practically all connected with out-of-town industries. The
Parent-Teachers association was organized in 1925 and received its charter Nov, 15 of that vear.

The year 1927 marked the one hundredth anniversary of the founding of the village. This centennial offered
an opportunity for a homecoming and celebration held July 28, 29 and 30th which featured on Thursday
evening a big parade of beautiful floats, (Chippewa Grange received first prize), and on Friday and Saturday
nights a pageant of the village history. As it rained on Saturday the pageant was presented again the
following Monday and Tuesday.

New allotments had been opened during 1924, 1925 and 1926, and more new houses were built in the last five
years than had been built in the thirty vears preceding. With a population of twelve hundred people in 1927,
Doylestown was a village of commuters, and might almost be considered a suburb of Akron.

The transportation problem was at last solved, for the Wooster-Akron bus line gave excellent service, nearly
every family in town owned a car, and almost all highways were paved or improved. The Chippewa
Community Fire Company bought a Reo fire truck this summer; it was later purchased from the company by
the village. From 1928-1948, the village of Doylestown had a contract for fire protection with Norton
Township, exclusive of Barberton,

In November of 1927, the community was saddened by the death of our well-loved and efficient mayor, Oliver
Chisnell. He had been a very enthusiastic and capable leader during the Centennial and had greatly enjoyed



all the activities of the celebration. B. E, Seaver, president of the council, served as mayor the rest of that year
and Willard Hower was mayor for the next 6 yiars,

The 3 burr grist mill built in Rogues Hollow in 1840, and now known as the Anfan Mill, was bhought by J. P.
Miller and moved 1o land on Church Street just at the corporation line. There he built a picturesque cabin
from the big logs: he used the mill stones which had originally been brought from France for the fire place
and the rear wall of the veranda on each side of the driveway, pools were constructed and many of the
Doylestown youngsters learned 10 swim there under Jim's watchful eye. The plamtings of evergreens and
shrubbery made the place one of the beauty spots of the township. His many fricnds deeply regretted that Jim
didn’t live to enjoy his home longer, for he died only a few vears later.

In August 1928, the Chippewa Township Republican Club was organized and it enjovs the distinction of
being the oldest Republican Club continuously active in the state of Ohio. The present Business Men's
association, an outgrowth of a former one also was founded in 1928 with E. W. Stepfield as the first president.
This group held noon luncheon meetings and was very active in all civic projects. sponsored free outdoor
moving picture shows in the summer, Hallowe'en parties for the children, fireworks on 4th of July, and other
uctivities beneficial to the community.

The Parent-Teacher Association insugurated the custom of giving at the eighth grade commencement a prize
of S 5.00 to the highest ranking pupil graduating from the eighth grade in the township schools, and a similar
award to the top student in the local eighth grade.

The ginseng gardens which had been doing a flourishing business for a quarter of a century were
discontinued about 1930, for ginseng root was used almaost exclusively in China and the bottom dropped out
of the market when Shanghai was captured,

At high school commencement in 1930, pins were presented for the first time to pupils who had rated
membership in the Honor Society because of high scholastic record, participation in extra. curricular
activities and regular attendance.

Daylestown had developed unusual interest in baseball in 1928 when the high school team participated in the
state finals, and now was more enthusiastic than ever because this summer Denny Galehouse staried playing
professional ball on the Johnstown, Pa. team.

The 3 L class of the Methodist Sunday School took over the sponsorship of Boy Scout Troop 103 and for some
Years the boys met in the recreation room in the church. The year 1930 closed on a rather depressed
community for the Doylestown Bank failed December 28, After the death of Rev. Isaac Stetler, Rey, George
Dittmar became pastor of the Lutheran church in 1931,

The American Legion Auxiliary D, W. M. D., Post 407, was organized January 9, 1931, with 19 charter
members. This organization has done much for the veterans' Hospitals of this state; Apple Creek, Chillicothe,
Crile, Dayton, Massillon and Sandusky. It has also contributed to the Wayne County Children's Home and
the Xenia Children's Home, March of Dimes, Red Cross drive and Cancer drive, and given books and music
records to the schools and helped needy families in the community,

In the spring of 1931, a market house was erected on the northeast corner of the Square and several families
rented stalls and sold fruits and vegetables there during the summer and fall months to augment incomes
diminished by the depression.

The next year George Petit accepted 150 small chicks as part payment for helping a neighboring farmer,
converted his garage into a processing house and sold his chickens as dressed fowl. The venture proved highly
successful so George quit building tires and went into the business of buying and processing chickens for
market,

On March 1, 1933, Rev. John H. Frey replaced, as pastor of St. Peter and Paul's church, Rev. Anthony
Mechler, who had served here for six years and who now went to Canton. During this year the Knights of
Pythias Lodge was disbanded. On November 17, Doylestown Council 188 Daughters of America wis
organized with 24 charter members.

During 1934 and 1935, Dr. H. B. Ford was mayor of the village. Early in 1934 Mrs. Cedric Paullin organieed
a Girl Scout Troop which was sponsored by Mrs. Mabel Trostle's class of the M. E. Sunday School. On April
1% of that year the Lions' Club was organized and received their charter at a dinner held in the H, S.
Auditorium. Beside the 20 charter members, there were 148 Lions present from seven neighboring clubs. The
new organization began work on the sight-saving program which is one of the primary interests of Lionism.
In the fall the Lions cooperated with school authorities in organizing a school police and furnished all
necessary equipment—raincoats, rainhats, police whistles, badges, canes and red Nags. The club entertains
the wives of members at Ladies Night the last meeting of each month,



Two local couples celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary in October of 1934 —Mr. and Mrs. George
Sheafer and Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Gillespie. Both couples had long been faithful members of the Methodist
church so the congregation took great pleasure in honoring them on this oceasion. As Mr. Gillespie had for
years been a leading Odd Fellow, the L 0. O. F. and Shiloh Rebekah Lodges jointly entertained him and his
wife and presented them with a gift of gold.

Mr. Gabriel Dague, the last of the G. A. R. veterans, died April 19, 1935 at the age of 94. During the summer
of this year what was left of the old Seiberling and Miller Machine shop was torn down. In November of that
year the Lions Club took over the sponsorship of the Boy Scout troop, bought the market house, now
standing vacant, tore it down, rebuilt it and made of it a Scout cabin in what is now the Memorial Park.
Frank Kiilian who had bought this ficld, then used only for baseball games, donated the land for the Scout
cahin.

In 1935, the old brick building on N. Portage Street, which had been built in 1882 by Samuel Miller and John
Seaver, and which had been the Gas office for many vears, was hought, along with two small adjoining
buildings, by F. A. Frase and transformed: into a fine, up to date funeral home, the equal in appearance and
convenience of many similar city establishments,

That fall Miss Helen Bush began teaching a series of adult education classes in English, Americanization,
Interior Decorating anad Reading. These continued until 1941, and Reading class then turned into the
Bookette Club. In November, 1935, Father Frey was forced to relinquish his parochial duties becanse of a
severe case of pneumonia and made a trip to Florida for recuperation. The Rev, Walter Conley had charge of
the parish for six months during the absence of the pastor,

B. E. Seaver was mayor for three terms, from 1936 to 1942, In the spring of 1936, Frank Killian donated a
Hammaond organ to the Catholic parish, the first electric organ in this part of the county, Clarence
Dannemiller, who had been in partnership with his father and uncles in the growing of ginseng, started the
husiness which has steadily increased ever since and became a wholesale popeorn dealer. During this vear the
Doylestown water works, a project under the Public Works Administration, was installed at a total cost of
SHLUM0. Not the least of the advantages of this utility was increased fire protection and reduced rates of fire
insurance, and the village was glad to welcome the big water tank which has become a familiar landmark.
Bascball interest now centered on Cleveland for this season Denny Galehouse started playing with the
Indians.

The Girl Scout troop was reorganized in 1937 by Mrs. Newion Kerr, assisted by Mrs. Tom Miller. The
Auwxiliary of the American Legion gave several donations toward this project. The following year the
auditorium on the second floor of the parochial school was converted into 2 school rooms. These and the 2
large rooms on the first floor easily accommodate the ever-increasing number of pupils. The Sisters of St
Dominic from Our Lady of the Elms in Akron teach in the parochial school.

In 1937 the village purchased a Ford fire truck; some years later the Fire Department bought and installed on
it a 3so gallon front-end pump.

In March of 1938, Mrs. George Dittmar was instrumental in organizing the Swavely Missionary Society,
which is affiliated with the Synodical Conference of the Lutheran Church. October 23rd of that vear was the
date of the Centennial celebration of the local Lutheran congregation. Rev, George Dittmar, pastor of the
church presided, Dr. Joseph Sittler, president of the Synod of Ohio, Rev. A. J. Reichert and Rev, S, D. Myers,
former pastors, were guests of the congregation. Services were held throughout the day and evening and a
hasket dinner was enjoyed at noon in Stepheld Hall. Doylestown Council 188 The Daunghters of America
presented a large flag to the High School in 1938,

One after another the township schools had been discontinued during the past few years and in the spring of
1939 the doors of the last country school were closed and the day of the " Little Red School House™ was over
in Chippewa township. Doylestown became a full fledged centralized school and all pupils living outside the
village limits were brought in school buses.

The school buildings were no longer adequate for the large enroliment, so land adjoining the school grounds
was bought, the houses removed and a new High School erected just north of the Grade School Building, at a
cost of $160,000.00. This was equipped with P A system from the office to all other rooms, A completely
outfitted Industrial Art room, modern laboratories and a Home Economics Department unsurpassed in the
state. This fine new building, dedicated in 1939, is a source of great pride to the community. The High School
Band had increased in numbers and proficiency and a Band Mothers Club was organized to give it financial
backing.

The Bookmobile from the Wooster Public Library made its first trip to Doylestown in the fall of 1939 and
wis greatly appreciated. At first it stopped at the Square but later made the school grounds its parking place.



Baseball fans transferred their attention to Boston this summer for now Denny Galehouse was pitching for
the Red Sox.

The Chippewa Grange celebrated its Silver Anniversary in 1939 and gave twenty-five year pins to its Charter
Members

The Auxiliary of the American Legion became sponsor of the Girl Scout Troop. Meetings were held in the
Town Hall with Mrs. G. L. Hardgrove, Miss Iva Zimmerman and Mrs. Connie Weckesser in charge.

In Januaary 1940, The Garden Club was organized with Mrs, H. O. Foraker as its president.

During the past two vears six miles of sanitary sewer lines had been installed in the village under the Works
Project Administration and in May 1940 this was completed at a cost of approximately S400,000.00, two-
thirds of the value of the village. The modern disposal plant, also a WPA project cost around $40,000.00, To
install the sewer system, it was necessary in several places to excavate through sixteen feet of solid rock: for
months the dynamite bill was about $500.00 a month. At the time, this was believed to be one of the most
costly jobs per capita of any village in the country. As high as 375 men were working on it at one time, There
were only sixty-six men on relief in Wayne County and it was necessary to secure additional men from
Summit County to finish the job. Mr. James Black of Doylestown, was superintendent of the construction and
handled the difficult job very efficiently. These are a few of the bare facts: the entire story of the project
would fill a larpe book.

In 1940 the Catholic parish had the interior of the school building renovated and modern facilities installed.
A new kitchen was constructed in the basement of the Methodist Church and rest rooms were added,

On September 25th defective wiring caused a blaze which gutted and nearly destroyed the fifty-four vear old
L 0. O. F. building. The walls were condemned as unsafe for meetings and Mr, and Mrs, Forest Frase offered
the ladges the use of the Chapel of their funeral home rent free until a new lodge hall could be secured. The
following year the L O. O. F. Lodge bought the Hardgrove building on the square and remodeled it, and in
May 1942 moved into their new quarters.

In 1940 D. W. M. D. Post American Legion sent one of the outstanding haoys of the Junior Class to Boys' State
al Columbus, a custom which they have kept up ever since except during two of the war years.

During this year several houses north of Church Street on the north side of Portage Street were moved aw ay
and a large brick building was erected there by Frank Killian. This housed the Post Office and several
business firms.

In 1941 a branch library established in the basement of the Grade Building replaced the Bookmobile and has
given fine service to the community, Mrs. H. O. Foraker, Mrs. Elta Brouse. Mrs. Fred Smith and Mrs. E. G.
Cleckner have served as librarians,

That spring the East Ohio Gas Company decided to try the experiment of repressuring the nearly depleted
gas wells and purchased a compressor station located on the edge of Oklahoma City and shipped it to
Chippewa Township, building and all, consisting of thirty semi-trailer loads. On October 31st of that year the
repressuring process began and to date over 11L000,000,000 cubic feet of gas have been stored and released as
needed. The source of the supply of gas is in the Texas fields; thirty-six wells arc on the High Pressure being
pumped to 1350 Ibs. per square inch. This was the first of the compressor stations established in castern Ohio
by this company: two other stations have been put into operation since then.

1941 saw much improvement in the appearance of the Square. A stone bandstand, designed by B. E. Seaver,
was erected on the south-east corner as a National Youth Administration project, at a total cost of $2600.00.
Sixteen local organizations sponsored it to the extent of $962.00. This was dedicated in June with appropriate
ceremony. On this occasion a trophy was presented to Carl Whitman in recognition and appreciation of
twenty years of service as Chief of the Volunteer Fire Department. The other corners of the square were
graded. new curbs and sidewalks laid, shrubbery and trees planted; and a drinking fountain was donated Iy
the business men,

The High School had for years been doing outstanding work in various extra curricular activities and had
brought home so many prizes and trophies that the office of Superintendent Haeel Harvey was overflowing
with them. So the graduating class of 1941 presented the High School with a handsome case which was filled
with these cups and trophies of past triumphs and placed in the hall facing the front door.

Denny Galehouse started pitching for the St. Louis Browns this year.

The Bookette Club was organized in the fall of 1941 with Mrs. Seth Wright as president.

On Sunday, December 7 news of Pearl Harbor brought to Doylestown, as to all the rest of the United States,
the realization that the country had been forced into war. The boys already in training CAMPS WENe S00n 0n
their way overseas, the draft boards continually called more into the service and many enlisted in the Navy
and the Marine Corps. Civilians did what they could to help, Many went to work in defense industries or



returned to the school rooms to fill the depleted ranks of teachers. Sixteen women took the Home Nursing
course and ninty-six persons passed the course in First Aid. The Red Cross workers turned in 995 sewed
articles and 195 knitted garments, Due to gas rationing in 1942 arrangements were made for blood donors
from Doylestown, and Chippewa Township to give blood in Barberton instead of Wooster, and they
contributed 108 pints of blood this year.

The Garden Club erected on the square an Honor Roll giving the names of men and women who had gone
into the service from Chippewa Township,

Members of all organizations volunteered to help with Civilian Defense, sale of War Bonds, issuing ration
books and every form of service needed. During the war years 1942 to 1948, William Schultz was Mayor.
The Ladies Auxiliary of the Volunteer Fire Department was organized in 1942; onc of their primary projects
was helping needy families whose homes had been destroved by fire.

The school was not being neglected in spite of the claims of war work; the Band Mothers had purchased new
blue and white uniforms for the band members and had also helped buy some instruments, the Parent-
Teachers Association had furnished several pieces of playground equipment, and the graduating class gave
money for landscaping the school grounds.

George Petit's newly equipped chicken processing plant was destroyed by fire from an overheated boiler, but
as soon as the ashes were cold, the debris was cleared away and the construction of a new plant was begun
immediately,

In 1943 the Junior Red Cross was organized in the schools. A Red Cross sewing room with seven machines
was set up in the basement of the Junior High School Building. The Garden Club, the Blue Star Mothers and
other organizations helped with the making of 120 pairs hospital pajamas, 100 pairs hospital scuffs, 200 baby
jackets, 1500 kitbags, besides dozens of surgeons operating gowns, blouses, dresses, snowsuits, etc., anid
several hundred knitted articles. One hundred and forty different people gave blood, two of them
contributing more than a gallon each. Classes were held in Nutrition, home nursing and first aid. More than
200 Home Service cases of the township were handled by the Red Cross that vear.

The class of 1943 gave money for a Nag staff and more shrubbery on the school grounds, On May 1st, the
Catholic Church was struck by lightning during evening services. The organ was partly burned out and the
steeple was damaged but fortunately no one was hurt,

The Silver Jubilee of the ordination of Father Frev was celebrated on September 14th; not only his
congregation but also his many friends outside his parish offered their congratulations and good wishes,

In 1944, the Fire Department had a 450 gallon booster tank installed on the Ford fire truck and paid for
additional cquipment that cost over S1700.00 with money contributed by popular subscription. Thereafter
this completely equipped fire truck was used for fire protection out in Chippewa Township as within the
village. Denny Galehouse pitched the opening game of the World Series in 1944 when the St. Louis Browns of
the American League won the pennant from the St. Louis Cardinals of the National League, with a score of 2
to 1. Was Dovlestown proud?

The Chippewa Township Blue Star Service - Club was organized April 24, 1944, with Mrs. A. J. Paridon as
first president. Meetings were held in the corner room of the Killian Building. The membership included
mothers, wives and sisters of those in service. Birthday cards were sent to the men and over 350 Christmas
boxes were shipped out that year. The ladies also serviced the canteen at Orrville two nights each month and
furnished sandwiches, fruits, cookies. coffee and milk to service people aboard two through trains.

In 1945, due to the moving of troops, it was impaossible to send boxes, but the boys were remembered with
letters. From 1946 thru 1951 boxes were sent to all service men from this township.

George Petit's new chicken processing plant was completed this yvear and he was back in business again.

In the spring of 1944, Bill Hummel of the Marine Corps was home on leave and while rambling through
Langguth’s woods came upon a huge snake. Bill brought some buddies to confirm his report and presently
half the township was tearing down Church Street to see this snake. It measured 13 feet 6 inches long and
caused a great deal of excitement. The phython was dead when Bill found it, so viewing it presented no
hazards except those resulting from traffic jams. Old residents remembered rumors of a huge snake seen
near this place many vears ago.

On graduation the Class of 1944 presented a S100 War Bond to the school.

The War Reliefl Fund Drive was held in November with Gene Stepfield as chairman, and collected $1,124.60.
The Ladies Auxiliary of the Fire Department contributed $100.00 towards the purchase of a fire siren, and
the next year presented the Department with a completely equipped stretcher cariester.

After a pastorate of fourteen years, Rev. George Dittmar left the Doylestown Lutheran Church in 1945 and
was succeeded by Rev, R D, Nickel,



